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CHAPTER ffl
DETAILED STUDY OF THE WORKS

ASTASLOKi

The opening verse of this octad explains the
significance of the three syllables 'a', 'u' and 'm'
constituting the pranava with which the astaksarimantra
(called man trabrahman by the author) begins. The second
verse deals with the indeclinable 'namah' forming the
middle part of this sacred mantra. The third verse
expounds the significance of the word 'narayanayaf ,
used in the dative case. The fourth verse sets forth the
difficulties that stand in the way of a devotee and suggests
the means of avoiding them. In the fifth stanza the author
recommends meditation and the benefits which can be
derived from the dvaya mantra. The sixth verse speaks
of the importance of resorting to Laksmi and getting
rid of the feelings of 'I' and 'mine' which constitute
the dasya- attitude congenial for liberation, hi the seventh
verse Parasara paraphrases Lord Krsna's assurance found
in the Bhagavadgita - (xviii, 66)  "sarvadharman
parityajya"..}. In the last verse the author appeals to
the Lord that in spite of the above assurance, he is
still unable to decide on what to do. Even the idea of
surrendering to the Lord stems from His grace. As such
he has to wait for salvation, firmly believing that the
Lord would forgive all his sins.

STANZA 1

The pranava constitutes the three syllables, "a\ 'u'
and 'm'. 'A' connotes Visnu as the creator, sustainer
and destroyer of the universe as both its instrumental